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tration,   it   secures  it   at the  expense   of
liberty.

This system, however, of government by a
clique of nobles, backed by the prestige of the
Emperor and using the forms of the Constitu-
tion, is hardly likely to continue indefinitely.
In the first place, the peculiar sanctity attached
to the Emperor's person can hardly survive
in a people that is daily becoming more and
more penetrated by the western spirit of
rationalism and criticism The Japanese,
even the Japanese masses, will not long be
able to maintain the fiction that a man is a
god The very existence of a constitution is
a contradiction to the principle of divine
nght, as much m Japan as once in France,
and now in Germany For a constitution
implies, if it does not affirm, the opposite prin-
ciple of the nght of the people And however
much it may be formally provided that an
elected assembly is only to be consultative, all
history shows that it will end by making a
bid for supremacy. So fax as I could ascer-
tain, the movement in this direction has
already begun m Japan. The chief political
leaders seem to have paid at least lip-service
to the doctnne that a minister ought to com-
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